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According to Stephen Thomas  
”Building new homes and reno-
vating existing homes is more 
exciting – and challenging – than 
ever”.  Life happens to everyone. 
We see our parents aging. We 
ourselves age. We may personally 
suffer an injury and temporarily 
lose our own mobility, wondering 
how in the world we will ever be 
able to even get into our own 
home until we heal.  Stephen 
Thomas Homes “gets it” and 
hopes to change the way new 
housing and renovation needs 
are addressed within our commu-
nity by responding to the increas-
ing demand for user-friendly and 
visitable housing.                                                                                                                      
 

“We are privileged to be part of                                  
the Virginia replication of the 
EasyLiving Home Coalition which 
originated in Georgia in 2002”. 
The concept of EasyLiving Homes 
is to promote visitability for every-
one, regardless of physical cir-
cumstances. At least one step-
less entry, a master bedroom, full 
bathroom, cooking facilities and 
an entertainment area all on the 
ground level of these homes wel-
come everyone and create a user
-friendly and comfortable environ-
ment for everyone from grandpar-

ents to the young couple with tod-
dlers in tow.  “We are proud to be 
involved with the introduction of this 
new certified home concept to the 
Commonwealth of  Virginia”.                    

                                                                                                         
Thomas, a 29 year home building 
veteran, says: “The formation of the 
EasyLiving Home Coalition is almost 
complete. The 501-c-3 is now legiti-
mate and all we're waiting for is a 
finalization of the license agreement 
with the Georgia organization.”    
 

The philosophy behind these wel-
coming homes enables not only ag-
ing in place, but gives peace of mind 
to owners, knowing that they will not 
necessarily have to experience the  
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ODC Mission                         
Statement                           

Our mission is to     
enable people with 

spinal cord injuries and 
disease to achieve 

their highest level of 
health, independence 

and quality of life. 
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T A X  N E W S  Y O U  C A N  U S E - M A N D Y  S E N T  
Virginia Livable Home Tax Credit Program 
As of January 1, 2008, a new tax credit has become available 
for Virginia residents.  It is called the Virginia Livable Home 
Tax Credit and is worth up to $500 per taxpayer.  Any unused 
credits may be carried forward up to five years. 
 

Two different groups of individuals will qualify: 1.) Those who 
have purchased a new residence that includes certain acces-
sibility features, and 2.) Those who have made improvements 
upon their existing home to improve accessibility.  To be 
clear, “new residence” means a residential property that is 
newly constructed or recently modified from commercial use. 
 

The main goal of this program is to expand the number of 
homes with “universal visitability.”  To qualify for the tax 
credit the improvements or new home must include all three 
features of universal visitability or at least three accessibility 
features.  There are seven accessibility features listed on 
DHCD’s website (see below).  Also listed are the following 
three features of universal visitability: 

1. At least one zero-step entrance ap-
proached by an accessible route on a firm 
surface no steeper than 1:12 slope pro-
ceeding from a driveway or public sidewalk 
 

2. An accessible bathroom on the same 
floor as the zero-step entrance.                                                  
 

3. Doors with at least 32 inches of clear 
width and hallways/passage ways of at 
least 36 inches of clear width to the acces-
sible bathroom and eating area. 
 

The Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development (DHCD) will handle the administration of this 
program instead of the Virginia Department of Taxation.  The 
full program guidelines are available at the following web-
s i t e : w w w . d h c d . v i r g i n i a . g o v /
HousingPreservationRehabilitation/Tax_credit_program.htm if 
anyone is interested in the full details.   Again, this credit is 
available for new home purchases and home modifications 
beginning January 1, 2008. 

Mandy Sent, CPA 
Goodman and 

Co.  & 
ODC Treasurer 

 

health or mobility, or purchasing a new home and suffering the ordeal of moving. According to Stephen Thomas Home’s 
Penny Anderson: “We hope to be able to care for our aging parents in the comfort of their own environment rather than see-
ing them unhappily relocated to an extended care facility”. “The thoughtful design of EasyLiving Homes gives us the opportu-
nity to welcome our loved ones into our daily lives and understand the many blessings of sharing all those great times we 
may well have otherwise missed. Small changes make these homes not only easy to visit, but highly marketable as well”. 
 
Anyone at least in their 40’s, considering a new home investment, may want to think carefully about how many more times 
in their life they expect to move, and if they really want to face the possibility of maneuvering in a home with unwieldy exte-
rior steps, unmanageable interior stairs, narrow halls and doorways, and completely inaccessible bathrooms. If you love en-
tertaining and are a baby-boomer, how long will your existing home lend itself to gracious entertaining for everyone in your 
personal circle?  If you love your neighborhood and hate the thought of moving, certain home modifications may also yield 
the result you desire, enhance your property values, and increase resale potential if you decide to move later. 
 
The concepts of both EasyLiving Homes and Universal Design are relatively new to central Virginia, and Stephen Thomas 
Homes is committed to educating both its’ neighbors and fellow builders about not only the benefits these design concepts 
embrace, but also the importance of including ‘green’ building elements and energy efficient products that contribute to per-
sonal health and the health of our environment as well.  
 
According to Thomas “A couple of years ago, we realized the importance of re-thinking our new home designs to reflect our 
commitment to building accessible and efficient housing that is livable for a lifetime for everyone. With each passing day we 
see a startling and growing need for homes that are friendlier and more convenient for us all, and we will strive to help our 
community meet this expanding demand”.   
 

We invite everyone to experience the first certified EasyLiving Home in Virginia, located at: 2332 Thomas Kenny Drive in the 
new Spring Lake subdivision in Glen Allen during the annual Dream 
Home® Tour from 11am-5pm on March 8- 9th and 15-16th.  Please 
stop by and experience the comfort, freedom, and mobility an Easy-
Living Home provides for everyone.                                        
 

We encourage you to visit these websites for additional information:  
www.easylivinghome.org , www.earthcrafthouseva-sf.org , 
www.energystar.gov      
 

For more info contact Stephen Thomas Homes at: 804-672-6806 
www.stchomes.com or visit the Home Building Association of Rich-
mond’s site at: www.hbar.org 
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Under construction:                                                                            
Kitchen will feature removable under sink cabinet 




