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Benevolink—Make your online shopping count for more!  

With the holidays approaching, we would like to remind all of our members that the Old Dominion Chapter of
the National Spinal Cord Injury Association is enrolled with Benevolink, an innovative program that enables you 
to contribute to our organization simply by shopping. It doesn’t get much easier than this! Benevolink works with brand name na­
tional retail and online businesses that give 5%-7% or more of every dollar you spend to the charities of your choice. There is no fee
for you or the chapter to participate.  

This is an easy way to support those with spinal cord injuries year round without taking extra money out of your pocket. By adding 
the additional step of logging onto the Marketplace at Benevolink before you shop online with 200+ brand name retailers, you can 
generate charitable giving to the causes of your choice. In fact, you could generate more than $100 or more in a year for the Old
Dominion Chapter, NSCIA. 

Currently, only a few of our chapter members are signed up to participate in the program. Thank you to each and every one of you!  If 
each of our members were to sign up and use the program, that would be the potential for an additional  $35, 000 a year to support 
those with SCI in Virginia! Imagine what could happen if you encouraged your friends and family members to do the same! 

To learn more and join, visit www.benevolink.com. Be sure to search for “Old Dominion Chapter of the National Spinal Cord Injury
Association” in Richmond, Virginia and add us to your list of charities for giving.  Also, make sure that you return to benevolink’s web-
site on a quarterly basis to donate your accumulated funds !  

If you have any questions or reservations, don’t hesitate to call benevolink at 1-800-556-GIVE (4483) or 678-813-4210 between 
9:00 AM and 5:00 PM Eastern Standard Time. You may also contact the ODC office at (804) 726-4990 or send an email to
info@odcnscia.org. We would be happy to try to answer any questions that you may have. 

Stephen Thomas Homes: New Easy Living house featured on the Home 
Builder’s Association of  Richmond’s 2008 Parade of  Homes 

For many of those of us living with spinal cord injuries in central Virginia, searching for
an accessible home can be an exercise in frustration. The term “beauty is only skin
deep” comes to mind. Those houses which look attractive from the curb, more often 
than not offer very little in the way of accessibility features on the inside.

This gorgeous  5-bedroom home which is situated on a golf course lot in Hanover
County’s Mountain Run subdivision  showcases EasyLiving Home, EarthCraft and Energy
Star certifications. However,  it’s true beauty may not be obvious to the casual observer. 

All of it’s accessibility features were carefully planned and designed to avoid the all too 
common “institutionalized” look– which makes re-sale tricky at best. In fact, several 
people who visited the home during the Parade of Homes tour commented that they 
didn’t see anything “special” in terms of accessibility. For builder Steve Thomas, that was the ultimate compliment. A great attention to 
detail was very evident to those with more of a trained eye. There were countless accessibility features such as: stepless entries, wider 
halls and doorways, a curbless shower, multilevel kitchen counter and kitchen sink and bathroom vanities with cabinet bases which are 
easily removable to allow sink access for those in wheelchairs.  

The house includes a high tech Lutron lighting control system, elevator, unique drive-through garage and circular driveway which make 
this welcoming home accessible to all. The kitchen includes a lowered “pull-out” microwave oven as well as a raised dishwasher both of 
which are easily accessible from a wheelchair. The “New Haven III” model,  is Hanover County’s first Certified ‘EasyLiving Home’, and 
offers accessibility through Universal Design.  

For more information contact: 
Stephen Thomas Homes at: 
804-672-6806 or visit them 

at: www.stchomes.com. 

The ultimate welcome mat, is one that 
sits in front of a stepless entry! 
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